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the UNESCO World Heritage property of Bamiyan

The Bamiyan Cultural Centre will be a space for
exhibitions and training, research and education, bringing together the remarkable history of
Afghanistan and its contribution as a crossroads of
different civilizations.
UNESCO believes that culture represents an essential element of nation building in every country, and
has an important role to play in the transformation
of Afghanistan. Culture makes a valuable contribution to socio-economic development, and, in the
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Background information
Amazing landscapes often have a titanic
nature. Following this idea we have design
a monolithic building carved into the cliff,
facing the Buddha, with a panoramic view
from the roof terrace.
From the upper part of the ground, at the
end of a long and dark approach, you enter
into the Cultural center and discover through
holes in the wall, BAMIYAN valley. Inside
there are stone ﬂoor and white-washed brick
walls.
The upper garden is designed according to the
drawing canvas of fortified farms. Benches
are placed along stone paths surrounding
apple orchards. All parking places are close
to the site and allow an easy access to the
building.

The lower garden is covered with lavender
fields.
The walls consist of concrete and wood structure, straw bale insulation and bricks for the
parement. The same system is used for the
roof : concrete and wood structure, straw
insulation, support, compression-proof insulation, waterproff liner and brick protection.
Bricks are used for interior walls and plaster
for ceilings.
Energy system
Orientation of the building : Almost all
the premises are located on the north
with uniform lighting conditions (offices,
classroom, lobraey, research room, etc).
Performance hall is located on the south to
catch winter sun. Patio ensure thermal regu-

lation.
The walls and the roof are very isolated and
have great thermal inertia. Usually natural
insulating materials are used (straw).
External brick walls and large windows can
ensure access to natural light and ventilation
Heating is assurated by biomass boiler using
waste arising from local agriculture. The
combustion residues are used for organic
fertilizer.
Materials used in the project
Concrete for main structure - Wood for
secondary structure : notably poplars Bundles of straw for insulation and thermal
inertia - Bricks for external and interior walls
and external ﬂoor - Travertine stone for interior ﬂoor - Stone base

